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Course Description and Content
Human rights is a powerful idea and, hence, a source of numerous controversies. Some
controversies, although not all, stem from the fact that human rights is not only an ideal,
but also a political tool which different forces try to bend to their own ends. We will look
at selected intellectual and political puzzles involved in human rights theory and practice
and explore central institutions of the international human rights regime.
Endeavor to actively engage the texts. These debates concern essential issues on which
you must decide. We will devote most of our time dissecting and debating the readings.
Ideally, each of you will be moved on different days to take the initiative in discussing
our readings. Hence, read intensively the material assigned each week and be prepared to
discuss it in class.
Laptops should be Used only for taking notes.
Course Objectives
This course has two objectives. The first purpose of the course is to familiarize students
with the most important human rights instruments and controversies. The second is to
help you define yourself theoretically, to sharpen your analytical skills, and to develop a
thoughtful critique of positions which contend with your.
Assignments and Grading Rules
1) Midterm Exam. Essay format. In-class.
2) Final Exam. Essay format. In-class.
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3) Article review. Submit a review of three (3) scholarly articles dealing with a single
human rights topic. The articles must be published since 2000 and must be from a
professional journal (for example Human Rights Quarterly or Foreign Affairs ). Compare
and evaluate the articles. Your paper should be both descriptive and analytical. The
review must be double-spaced and should be between 4 to 5 pages long. Due on the last
day of classes.
The article review should:
> Provide an overview of the subject, issue or theory under consideration
> Divide works under review into categories (e.g. those in support of a particular
position, those against, and those offering alternative theses)
> Explain how each work is similar to and how it varies from the others
> Conclude by suggesting which work makes the greatest contribution to the
understanding and development of human rights
In assessing each piece, consider the following:
> Are the author’s arguments supported by evidence?
> Is the author’s perspective even-handed or prejudicial? Is contrary data considered
or is certain relevant information ignored?
> Are the author’s arguments and conclusions convincing? Does the work
contribute in any significant way to an understanding of the subject?
4) Class participation and attendance. All students are expected to do the reading in
advance and to take part in the discussion. The quality of class sessions is greatly
enhanced when students are prepared to engage the course material in a constructive
fashion. Participation will be noted and credited to your grade. Poor attendance (over two










Academic and Professional Integrity
All forms of dishonesty, whether by act or omission, including, but not limited to,
cheating, plagiarism and knowingly furnishing false information, are prohibited. Work
submitted in the course must be the product of the efforts of the student presenting the
work. Contributions of others to the finished work must be appropriately acknowledged.
Disability Services
If you have a documented disability you may be eligible for accommodations, in
academic classes, the residence halls, food services areas, etc., under the Americans with
Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. Students are not permitted to
negotiate accommodations directly with professors. To receive accommodations or
assistance, please self-identify at the Office of Disability Support Services (DSS), Duffy
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Hall, Room 67. The staff at DSS will help you to develop a plan for accommodations.
For more information contact DSS at (973) 313-6003.
Course Materials
Paul Gordon Lauren, The Evolution of International Human Rights: Visions Seen,
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2011.
Kathryn Sikkink, The Justice Cascade: How Human Rights Prosecutions Are Changing





September 6 History of the idea and early international efforts to protect
the oppressed
Lauren, Chapter One (focus on: Philosophical Visions, pp. 10-21)
Lauren, Chapter Two (focus on: To Assist the Exploited, pp. 46-
58)
September 13 Opportunities and challenges during the first decades of the
20th century
Lauren, Chapter Three and Four
September 20 World War Two and its aftermath
Lauren, Chapter Five and Six
The vision of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Lauren, Chapter Seven
Read the The Universal Declaration of Human Rights in Lauren,
pp. 305-310.
September 27
October 4 Midterm Exam
October 11 Transforming visions into reality
Lauren, Chapter Eight and Nine
October 18 Human rights and development
Film: Life and Debt
Setting the stage for human rights prosecutions: Southern
Europe and Argentina
Sikkink, Chapter Two and Three
October 25
3
November 1 The notion of individual accountability
Sikkink, Part II
Do human rights prosecutions make a difference?
Sikkink, Chapter five and six
November 8
November 15 Is the US immune to the justice cascade?
Sikkink, Chapter seven
Thanksgiving Recess - University ClosedNovember 22
November 29 Concluding thoughts
Lauren, Chapter ten
Sikkink, Chapter eight
December 6 Final Exam
Article review due
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